The Bloody Assize
And while Charles and Louis and William of Orange
and their ministers and advisers were writing minutes and
wagging their beards round the Council board* and Shaftes*
bury and Russell and Algernon Sidney were meeting in the
City, and Jesuit priests were creeping up backstairs to the
Duke of York, and wretched dissenters marvelling if another
Cromwell would arise to save them from destruction, a low-
comedy ruffian called Titus Gates, with a stout heart and
some sort of conviction and sincerity in his blackguard mind,
enters the scene and takes the centre of the stage.
Titus Gates and the Rev. Israel Tongc had finished their
investigations of the Popish Plot and were ready to explode
the bomb. A friend of theirs, one Christopher Kirkby, a
poor gentleman who held an appointment in the King's
laboratory, introduced Tonge into His Majesty's presence,
to the King's great annoyance. He, however, accepted the
copy of Oates's narrative, glanced at it and told him to
take it to the Earl of Danby, as he was just off to Windsor*
This was on August mh, 1678, The three friends
waited in deep anxiety to see what would happen* Nothing
happened. It became obvious that in official circles the
plot to kill the King was not taken seriously, and the plot to
destroy the Protestant religion was not a matter to move in*
Gates and his friends, Tonge and Kirkby, now visited the
office of Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey. This was on Sep-
tember the 6th, Their fear was that the investigation of
the plot was likely to be burked, and it would be wise that
some independent citizen should hear of it. This looks to
me as though Tonge and Kirkby, and possibly Gates himself,
really believed in the truth of the famous Narrative*
They did not allow Godfrey on this occasion to
read Oates's Narrative, but they told him it related to
matters of treason that had been laid before the King.
Gates made an affidavit of the contents of his information
which the other two witnessed* Later on Gates was sum*
mpned before the Council, and on September the zBth he